

LOUISIANA SWEET POTATO ADVERTISING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

January, 14, 2021
DRAFT MINUTES
9:00 AM
Virtual meeting held via Microsoft Teams 

1) CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Jason Ables called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM
2) ROLL CALL
Members Present


Members Absent 
Jason Ables 




Todd O’Neal
Charles Brown



Cynthia Vead







Garry Jones






Melvin Chappell



Dr. Tara Smith
Matt Garber

Hunter Fife

3) DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Rene Simon called roll and declared a quorum.
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None
5) ELECTION OF OFFICERS

            Dr. Smith nominated Mr. Jason Ables as the chair.  It was seconded by 



Mr. Garber.  There being no other nominations, Mr. Ables was elected.

Ms. Vead nominated Dr. Smith as Vice Chair; it was seconded by Mr. Jones


Dr. Smith nominated Mr. Garber for Vice Chair; it was seconded by Mr. Jones.  
Nominations were closed.  A roll call vote was held.  Voting for 


Mr. Garber were: Mr. Jones, Dr. Smith, Mr. Fife, Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Chappell.  Voting from Dr. Smith were: Mr. Garber and Ms. Vead.  

Mr. Garber was elected Vice Chair.  
6) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM June 24, 2020 MEETING
A motion was made by Dr. Smith to accept the minutes as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Fife and passed unanimously.
7) FINANCIAL REPORT


Mr. Rene Simon presented the financial report to the board. A motion was made by Mr. Fife to accept the financial report as presented.  It was seconded by Mrs. Vead and passed unanimously.
8) DIRECTOR’S REPORT
· All trade shows were canceled this year due to Covid.  Any money paid towards registration will be put towards next year’s events.  
· Participated in calls with the United States Sweet Potato Council and American Sweet Potato Marketing Institute.  
· Participated in a number of webinars on Corona Virus Food Assistance Program
· Renewed the “Guaranteed Louisiana Origin Sweet Potato-Yam” Logo.

9) REPORT FROM THE GRAHAM GROUP 
Candy Domengeaux and Kathy Andersen of the Graham Group updated the board on the current marketing strategies that Graham Group has been working on for the Sweet Potato Commission. 
10) OTHER BUSINESS

Proposed Amendment to the Budget FY 2020 -2021: 
A motion was made by Mr. Fife to accept the  amendment to the budget.  The amendment is as follows:  Add $25,000 to the Advertising Budget, with the additional funds come from LDAF/Certified Louisiana Program - $15,000, move $5,000 out of the travel budget, $5,000 out of the PMA exhibit.    It was seconded by Mr. Garber and passed unanimously.
LSU AgCenter Update
Dr. Mike Salassi and Dr. Tara Smith gave an update on the status of the AgCenter, the Sweet Potato Station and Faculty updates
LDAF Horticulture/Quarantine Program Update

Ms. Tina Peltier, Director of Horticulture and Quarantine and Mr. Richard Miller, Administrative Coordinator, updated the Commission on the Guava Root Knot Nematode issue.  No certified or uncertified seed sweet potatoes from North Carolina will be allowed in Louisiana.   Comm. Strain is considering enacting a quarantine on all fresh market sweet potatoes from Mississippi.  
Resolution for the Delelgation Authority relative to the Prevention of Sexual Harrasment 
A motion was made by Dr. Smith to accept the resolution as presented.  It was seconded by Mr. Fife and passed unanimously.  The resolution is attached.    

11) PUBLIC COMMENT 
Ms. Kay Rentzel, Executive Secretary of the United States Sweet Potato Association gave an update on the Association’s work.    
12) ADJOURN
A motion was made by Dr. Smith to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded by 

Ms. Vead and passed unanimously.   The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 AM.

